T his
Holiday
Inspiring ideas for the
2016 holiday season
PRODUCED BY THE PLEASANTON WEEKLY

Home for the holidays
Fun and festivities in your backyard — no flying sleigh required

T

BY SIERRA RHODES

he holidays are upon us once
again, and with them come a blizzard of vacations, family gatherings, community events and every opportunity to shop until you drop.
To make the unending barrage of fun
more manageable for everyone, we have
pulled together an early list of holiday
events scheduled in and around Pleasanton, from Thanksgiving celebrations to
holiday decorating.
Even if your feelings about this time of
year are more of the Scrooge persuasion,
November and December promise to
be filled with opportunities for holiday
shopping, family fun and magical celebrations sure to put a smile on your face.

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Join Interfaith-Interconnect for the
fourth annual Interfaith Thanksgiving
Service at 5:30 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 20
at St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church,
678 Enos Way, Livermore. Led by clergy
from Livermore and Pleasanton, including Rabbi Milder, they bring together
their diverse faith community in a shared
expression of gratitude for their blessings.
This service is a rare occasion of
prayer across denominational lines, and
a wonderful celebration of our common humanity. Call 931-1055 for more
information.

Holiday Spirit Stroll
The Pleasanton Downtown Association will hold its fourth annual Holiday
Spirit Stroll from 5-8 p.m. on Saturday,

Nov. 19, starting at Museum on Main,
603 Main St. Thirty downtown merchants will be paired with local breweries, wineries and bars for a festive night
sampling beer, wine and cocktails.
Participants are encouraged to dress
up to participate in the Ugly Holiday
Sweater contest during the event. Tickets
are $40, and available at PleasantonDowntown.net; at Main Street Brewery,
830 Main St.; and at Studio Seven Arts,
400 Main St. If the event is not sold out,
tickets will be available the day of the
event for $45, cash only.

To Tree or Not To Tree:
What will we do for the holidays?
You may want to decorate a Christmas
tree while your partner wants to make
latkes. What will work for you as a family? Whether December is your favorite
month (full of Christmas cookies and
chocolate gelt) or your most dreaded
month (material surfeit and cultural
overwhelm) you are invited to join this
open and supportive discussion on how
to handle the December dash.
This year will be especially interesting because the first night of Chanukah
falls on Christmas Eve. The discussion
will take place from 10:30 a.m.-noon
on Sunday, Dec. 4 at Congregation Beth
Emek, 3400 Nevada Court. Call 9311055 for more information.

Harmony Fusion Chorus
Presents ‘Harmony Holiday’
Harmony Fusion Chorus, a women’s a
cappella chorus, and members of Sweet

Adeline’s International, presents “Harmony Holiday” with an afternoon of
carols and popular holiday songs set to
the scene of a lively holiday party. Joining the chorus are two award-winning
high school choruses: Mt. Eden High
School Chamber Choir and Concord
High School’s Ladies First and quartets.
See the show at 3 p.m. on Sunday,
Dec. 4 at Our Savior Lutheran Ministries
Church, 1385 S. Livermore Ave., Livermore. Tickets are $20 in advance, $25
at the door. Call the chorus chairpersons
Garrienne at (510) 523-3324 or Carla at
373-0599. Go to www.harmonyfusion.org.

Holiday Youth Music Festival
Come see the fourth annual Holiday
Youth Music Festival at 6 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 26 at the Firehouse Arts
Center. See bands, solos, plus the first
ever Firehouse Arts Center Youth Chorus performing fun holiday favorites and
perhaps a few surprises.
All cities in the Tri-Valley are represented, and the ages of this year’s performers range from 7 to 17. Tickets are
$10 for adults, $5 for students. Call 9314848 or go to www.firehousearts.org.

Creatures of Impulse
presents Holiday Shorts:
‘A Long Winter’s Tale’
The Bay Area’s award-winning teen
improv troupe presents its annual holiday
classic at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, Dec. 1-2 at the Firehouse Arts Center.
Audience suggestions will inspire holiday
themed games, scenes, and improv fun in

CHUCK DECKERT

Santa greets parade-goers during last
year’s Hometown Holiday Celebration.
This year’s festivities are set for Dec. 3
downtown.

the first act. The audience will then vote
for which short scene Creatures of Impulse will make into an entire improvised
“play” in the second act.
Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for students. A special preview performance
will be held at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov.
29, with $2 entry at the door. Call 9314848 or go to www.firehousearts.org.

Hometown Holiday Parade
Downtown Pleasanton will come
alive for the holidays from 5-9 p.m.
on Saturday, Dec. 3, beginning with
the Hometown Holiday Celebration,
Parade, and Tree Lighting. Join your
family, friends, and neighbors on Main
Street and enjoy the sights and sounds
See HOLIDAYS on Page 16
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as the community gathers to celebrate this
beloved annual event.
Downtown merchants will be open for
holiday shopping during the Main Street
parade, with decorated floats, high school
marching bands, and a special appearance
by Santa Claus. And to top it off, the holiday
entertainment and tree lighting ceremony
will take place in front of the Museum
on Main Street immediately following the
parade.
All businesses, families, individuals,
groups, organizations and residential communities are encouraged to visit the Hometown Holiday Celebration website at www.
hometownholiday.com or call 931-5352 for
more information regarding parade entries.
Parade entry applications are available on the
website, and due by Nov. 23.
Volunteers are needed for many aspects of
this hometown celebration. If you are interested in being a part of this special holiday
tradition, visit the website for a volunteer
application or call 931-5352. High school
students can earn Community Service hours
at this event.

Shopping Center in Pleasanton will take
place in the grand court from 5:30-7 p.m.,
with the menorah lighting at 6:30 p.m.
The event will include holiday balloon fun,
games, arts and crafts, dress-up, photo-ops,
face painting and live music.
Chanukah on Ice is set for Dec. 28 (5:307 p.m.) at Dublin Iceland. Skate to Jewish
and Chanukah music, “Fire on Ice” menorah
lighting (6:30 p.m.), kosher dinner concession stands, latkes and donuts.
For more info, visit www.JewishTriValley.
com or call 846-0700.

Valley Dance Theatre presents
‘The Nutcracker’
Valley Dance Theatre will present its 35th
annual production of Tchaikovsky’s holiday
classic, “The Nutcracker,” at 7 p.m. Fridays,
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Saturdays, and 2 p.m.
Sundays, Dec. 10-18 at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore.
The Valley Dance Theatre Pit Orchestra
will accompany these performances. Preperformance musical festivities will be led
by the Cantabella Children’s Chorus at select
performances. Tickets are $39, $21 for students 18 and younger. Call 373-6800 or go
to www.livermoreperformingarts.org.

Chanukah celebrations

Valley Concert Chorale
‘Sing-It-Yourself Messiah’

The Chabad of the Tri-Valley has scheduled three Chanukah celebrations open to
the entire community in late December.
Chanukah Under the Stars will take place
in front of the Bankhead Theater in Livermore from 7:30-8:30 p.m. Dec. 24. The
menorah lighting will take place at 8 p.m.,
and the event will include live music, latkes,
donuts and glow-in-the-dark fun for kids.
Chanukah Wonderland at Stoneridge

Valley Concert Chorale will host its annual
“Sing-it-Yourself Messiah” where the community is invited to sing Handel’s choral masterpiece at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 2 at Asbury
United Methodist Church, 4743 East Ave.,
Livermore.
The event is open to all singers in the
community. Singers are encouraged to bring
their own copy of “Messiah,” though there
will be some copies available to borrow.

JERWIN CHUA

Snow Queen Anna Mount greets the snowflakes in Valley Dance Theatre’s production of “The
Nutcracker” during last year’s holiday season.

Tickets are $12. Call 866-4003 or go to
www.valleyconcertchorale.org.

Registration required. Call 829-8770 or go
to HopeHospice.com.

Hope Hospice
Handling the Holidays Workshop

Mony Nop Turkey Drop

The holiday season is typically filled with
merriment, celebrations and long standing traditions. But many individuals and
families who have lost a loved one feel
lost, alone and overcome with sadness and
anxiety.
To help those who have experienced a
loss, Hope Hospice is holding a Handling
the Holidays Workshop from 6:30-8:30
p.m. on 2-4 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 8 at
Hope Hospice, 6377 Clark Ave., Dublin.

Come to the Mony Nop Turkey Drop benefiting Tri-Valley Haven from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Sunday, Nov. 20 in front of Livermore City
Hall, 1052 So. Livermore Ave., Livermore.
Drop off a frozen turkey, gift card, or cash
donation to help a local family in need.
For more information, contact Christine
at 667-2707 or Christine@trivalleyhaven.
org. To donate to Tri-Valley Haven’s Holiday
Program, go to www.trivalleyhaven.org.
See HOLIDAYS on Page 18

Happy Thanksgiving
from Our Family to Yours

Open Saturday 12:00 – 2:00 & Sunday 2:00 – 4:00

Janice Habluetzel

Realtor and Relocation Specialist
Alain Pinel Realtors

925-699-3122

jhabluetzel@apr.com
www.JanicetheRealtor.com
CalBre#01385523

4129 Churchill Drive, Pleasanton

Every Home is a Masterpiece…
This Pleasanton Meadows Beauty is one of the largest models in the Meadows.
It features 4 bedrooms, plus large bonus room or 5th bedroom (one bedroom
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$200.00 OFF Upholstered Sofas
Your Choice $599 (after discount)

Choose your own fabric on many custom sofa styles.

Offered at: $1,070,000

Joyce Jones
REALTOR, CA Lic#01348970
Direct 925.998.3398
joycejones4homes@gmail.com | joycejones4homes.com
Oh by the way … I am never too busy for your referrals!
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Premium Furniture Made in California
Rock bottom prices

Valid through 12/31/16

www.rickspicks.biz
Downtown Pleasanton
719 Main Street • 925.426.SAVE (7283)
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on Wednesday, Dec. 14 at Museum on Main,
603 Main St. Crafts and activities will follow
the reading time.
No reservations required. Large groups or
playgroups should call ahead. Free admission,
donations always appreciated. Contact 4622776 or education@museumonmain.com.

Continued from Page 16

Santa at the
Stoneridge Shopping Center
It’s time for holiday photos with Santa.
Children and families can visit Santa in
Grand Court to capture treasured photos
and share their holiday wishes. Santa will
be at the Stoneridge Shopping Center now
through Dec. 24.
Don’t miss a special breakfast at California
Pizza Kitchen and a special visit by Santa
Claus on Sunday, Dec. 4. This event is for
current Kidgits Club members only. Register
your child for free at simon.com/kidgits or
call 737-4100 for more information. Reservations required. Adult chaperones are $5 at
the door.
On Sunday, Dec. 4, Santa will provide a
subdued and welcoming environment for
children with special needs and their families. For more information, go to www.simon.
com/mall/stoneridge-shopping-center/
news-and-events.
And to submit your favorite Santa photos
for the annual Pleasanton Weekly photo
collage, email high-resolution photos to
dciardelli@pleasantonweekly.com by noon
Dec. 12. Include names of children in the
photo, names of parents, where you ran into
Santa, where you live, where the children
attend school and anything else you think
might be interesting in the caption.

Tri-Valley Prayer Breakfast
Come to the 4th Annual CityServe Prayer
Breakfast from 7-9 a.m. on Monday, Nov.
21 at DoubleTree by Hilton Pleasanton at
the Club, 7050 Johnson Drive. Tim Sbranti,
former mayor of Dublin, will be the emcee,

Jim Curry’s
‘A Rocky Mountain Christmas’
Acclaimed performer Jim Curry, whose
compelling voice is heard in the CBS movie
“Take Me Home: The John Denver Story,”
performs his tribute to sold-out theaters
throughout the country.
Curry comes to the Firehouse Arts Center
on Dec. 4 with shows at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
for a special holiday concert that includes
many songs from Denver’s vast legacy of
multi-platinum hits, plus holiday favorites
for the whole family. For tickets, visit www.
firehousearts.org

Getting to Know ...
‘The Sound of Music’
CALIFORNIACHRISTMASLIGHTS.COM

Houses around Pleasanton are starting to get into the holiday mood with festive decorations.
This house on Gray Fox Circle (shown here last year) has been a popular stop for people touring
decorated homes in Pleasanton during the holidays.

with the opening ceremony by Camp Parks
military personnel.
Joining will be special guest speaker John
Ortberg, author, speaker, and senior pastor
of Menlo Church. Cost is $50. Go to cityservetrivalley.org/4thannualprayerbreakfast.

Plaza, Dublin. You will find a great selection
of beautiful hardcover books in excellent
condition, ideal for gift giving.
Items are specially priced to stretch your
holiday budget. Call 803-7252 or go to
www.dublinfriends.org.

Friends of the Dublin Library
Holiday Book Sale

Museum on Main Preschool
Reading Time: Winter Wonderland

Come to the Friends of the Dublin Library
Holiday Book Sale from noon-3 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 3 at the Dublin Library, 200 Civic

Preschoolers ages 2-5 and their families
are invited to meet for this free Winter
Wonderland-themed reading time at 10 a.m.
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Family theater performed by local youth
with their retelling of the classic musical,
“The Sound of Music.” Performances run
Dec. 9-18 at 7:30 p.m. Fridays, 2 p.m. and
7:30 p.m. Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays at
the Amador Theater. For more information,
visit www.firehousearts.org.

A New Orleans Christmas
This heartwarming holiday show mixes
the spirit of Christmas with the soul of New
Orleans. The show (Dec. 10 at 8 p.m. at the
Firehouse Arts Center) features the lively arrangements of seasonal favorites led by jazz
trumpeter and Pleasanton native Jeff Bordes,
along with a line-up of special guests and a
blend of carols and jazzy flair.

T H I S H O L I DAY
Cantabella Children’s Chorus
presents ‘Let the Merry Bells Ring’
The international award-winning Cantabella Children’s Chorus will present their
winter concert “Let the Merry Bells Ring” at
1 p.m. with the training choirs and selections
by performing choirs, and at 4 p.m. with
all performing choirs, on Saturday, Dec. 10
at Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385 S.
Livermore Ave., Livermore.
Tickets are $18 in advance, $22 after Dec.
4. Children under 18 admitted free when accompanied by an adult. Go to cantabella.org/
tickets.

Sleep Train’s Toy Drive
for Foster Kids and Photo Contest
Christmas is an exciting time of year for
most kids, but it can be difficult for foster
children. They might be moving into an
unfamiliar home, and many often worry if
Santa will be able to find them. To ensure
that every foster child wakes up with a gift
on Christmas morning, Sleep Train is hosting its annual Toy Drive for Foster Kids now
through Dec. 18.
To help, donate new, unwrapped gifts at
any Sleep Train. Visit www.sleeptrain.com
to find your nearest store. Also enter Sleep
Train’s annual photo contest. Snap a picture
while donating and post it on Instagram with
#SleepTrainSecretSanta in the caption or
upload it to http://woobox.com/tr7oz9. One
grand-prize winner will receive a holiday
sleep essentials prize package, including an
iPad mini.

‘A Heavenly Life’
The Livermore-Amador Symphony opens
its 54th regular season with “A Heavenly
Life” on Dec. 3 at 8:15 p.m. in Livermore.
Conducted by music director Lara Webber, the concert will feature Mozart’s “Exsultate, Jubilate” and Mahler’s Symphony No. 4.
Rising Star, with soprano Emily Helenbrook
as the guest soloist for both of these joyful
works. For more information, visit www.
bankheadtheater.org or call 373-6800.

Family Concert
The Livermore-Amador Symphony, in
conjunction with the Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center, will present its second
annual Family Concert, with free admission,
on Dec. 3 at 3 p.m. in the Bankhead Theater
Livermore. The performance will also feature
fellow Bankhead resident companies Cantabella Children’s Chorus and Valley Dance
Theatre.

Big Fat Year-End
Kiss-Off Comedy Show
The 24th annual Big Fat Year-End KissOff Comedy Show will feature an evening of
pure yuks at the expense of the year 2016
on Dec. 28 at 8 p.m. at the Firehouse Arts
Center.
Stand-up, improvisation and loosely written sketches guaranteed to mock, scoff and
taunt with taste, starring political satirists
Will Durst, Debi Durst, Michael Bossier,
Johnny Steele, Mari Magaloni and Arthur
Gaus. The show is rated PG-13.

If you have an event you would like to see listed, or know of one we’ve left out, send event
information to srhodes@pleasantonweekly.com or visit www.pleasantonweekly.com/calendar.
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Make gift personal with DIY labels
Gift-wrapping doesn’t have to be generic

A

fter spending hours scouring stores for the perfect gift
for each person on your list,
the last thing you want to do is
bury your thoughtful gesture in
generic wrapping. Fortunately, with
the right tools and a little creativity,

you can make your gift boxes just
as personal as the gifts they contain.
When you opt to create your
own handmade gift labels, the options are nearly endless. If there
are a large number of kids in your
group, try making labels with pho-

tos instead of names so even the
little ones who can’t read can get in
on the fun when it’s time to hand
out gifts. Or for a more crafty approach, look to one of these ideas
from the crafting experts at Jo-Ann
Fabric and Craft Stores.

DIY gift toppers

ROSETTE GIFT TOPPER

Wrap twine around ribbon and
banner to complete.

Crafting time: 1-2 hours
Skill level: Beginner

SUPPLIES AND TOOLS
12-inch paper trimmer with
aluminum cut rail
O Cardstock
O Adhesive
O Twine
O Fiskars Label/Simple
Double Tag Maker with
Built-in Eyelet Setter
O Fiskars Banner Thick
Materials Shape Punch
O Wood veneer
O Ribbon
O Alphabet stickers
O Fiskars Banner/Artisan
Double Tag Maker with
Built-in Eyelet Setter
O 8-inch scissors
O

Use paper trimmer to cut two
3-by-6-inch pieces of cardstock.
Fold each piece of cardstock accordion style then fold in half
to form fan. Adhere two pieces
together to create rosette, and
secure at center with twine. Using
label maker punch, cut simple
label. After punching tag, punch
hang hole using hole punch at
front of tool. Glue rosette to top
of gift box and attach simple label
with twine.

WOODEN BANNER
GIFT TOPPER
Use the punch for thick materials to cut banner pieces from
wood veneer. Tie thick piece of
ribbon around gift box, and adhere wooden banner pieces to
top. Apply alphabet stickers to
banner pieces to spell a festive
word or gift recipient’s name.

BOW GIFT TOPPER
Cut two simple labels out of
cardstock using label punch and
four banners out of cardstock
using banner punch.
Gently roll two simple labels
in half, avoiding putting a crease
in cardstock. Use scissors to trim
flat end to match angled end.
Align simple label on top of two
banner labels, and trim flat end
of banners to match angle of simple label. Adhere trimmed banner shapes to untrimmed banner
shapes. Check that untrimmed
banners extend beyond end of
trimmed banners. Curl up points
by wrapping cardstock around
scissor blades or a pencil.
Adhere two ends of simple labels together and glue to banner
pieces to create bow loops.

FAMILY FEATURES

Get creative with your holiday wrapping to make the outside look as wonderful
as the gift inside.

Use paper trimmer to cut small
piece of cardstock for bow center.
Gently roll in half and adhere.

Adhere bow sections together and
attach to top of gift box. Q
—Family Features

PUT GORGEOUS SKIN
ON YOUR HOLIDAY LIST.

PLEASANTON / 925 484 2900
6770 Bernal Avenue / Pleasanton Gateway Shopping Center
*Offer is valid 11/1/2016 - 12/31/2016. At participating centers only while supplies last. Limit two per guest.
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Holiday presents that
can reduce stress
This year give the gift of relaxation

O

n top of the everyday stress of life, the
holiday season can be one of the most
hectic times of year. Unfortunately, all
this additional stress can take its toll on the
body, mind and soul.
For those you love, make the holidays and
beyond brighter with these gift ideas that
help promote rest and relaxation, while alleviating tension, stress and anxiety.

YOGA CLASS
Yoga is associated with a wealth of health
benefits, including stress reduction. For seasoned yogis, consider assisting loved ones
with their practice. Great yoga accessories
and gear, or a gift certificate to a favorite
studio would be much appreciated.
For newbies, you might want to start
smaller with a pass to one or two classes.

STATEPOINT

Give the gift of relaxation, to last beyond the
holiday season.

ANY TIME MASSAGE

But regular massage therapy can be expensive and time-consuming. Give a gift that
keeps on giving with an at-home massage
cushion that can be used daily as a self-care
tool, such as M Cushion, which looks like a
stylish designer pillow but offers four shiatsu
massage nodes, soothing heat and comforting memory foam.

“The medical community increasingly views
massage as a necessary tool for achieving optimal health, not just as an extravagance,” said
Randi N. West, a licensed massage therapist.
“And everyone — from desk workers to active
individuals to moms who often report back
pain from lifting children — can benefit from
massage therapy in terms of injury prevention
and improved exercise performance.”
Research suggests the benefits of massage include reduced muscle tension, stress
and pain; and an increase in serotonin and
dopamine.

Busy work weeks can mean scrambling
around in the evening to put dinner on the
table. Your gift recipients may find themselves resorting to pizza delivery more often
than they like. To help take the stress out of
healthy weekday dinners, consider gifting a
meal-kit plan to someone you love.
This holiday season, look to healthy gifts
that can help reduce stress in the lives of
people you care about. Q
—StatePoint

MEAL-KIT SERVICE

Christmas Trees

NEW LOCATION!!!
NO STANLEY
OR FAIRGROUNDS
LOCATIONS.

NEW LIVERMORE
OUTLETS LOCATION
the Bay A rea!
31 Years Ser v ing

LARGEST FLOCKED TREE
SELECTION IN THE BAY AREA!

• Christmas Trees
2 – 20 feet
• Fresh Wreaths
& Garland
• Silver Tip

•
•
•
•
•

Douglas Fir
Noble Fir
Grand Fir
Fraser Fir
Nordmann Fir

$5 OFF
any tree

Outle
Livermore

Livermore
Livermore Outlets Drive
L
Li
!
NO Stanley
W
NE
or Fairgrounds
dss loc
cat
a io
onss
locations

Must bring coupon
with email address.

(Please write email address here)

7 Days a Week • 10am - 9pm
E
NEW LIVERMOR
ION
OUTLETS LOCAtsT Drive

7-8 ft. & up
with coupon.

For more info:
(510) 886-6015

San Ramon

Castro Valley

(Near Forest Home Farms Park)
19901 San Ramon Valley Blvd.

Rowell Ranch Rodeo Park
9711 Dublin Canyon Rd.

www.moorespumpkinpatch.com
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Diamonds • Rings • Necklaces • Pendants • Earrings • Bracelets
CAMPBELL 408.871.8890
CORTE MADERA 415.924.6691
DANVILLE 925.866.6164

MOUNTAIN VIEW 650.964.7212
SAN CARLOS 650.508.8317
16 LOCATIONS IN CALIFORNIA, NEVADA & TEXAS

www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com
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