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P R O F I L E S  I N  B U S I N E S S

925.828.8695
www.practicalphilosopher.org

5506 Sunol Boulevard, Suite 101, Pleasanton

A global, nonprofit, educational organization 
Mariam heads The School of Practical Philosophy in California; 
a nonprofit educational organization, offering a course of 
study based on the philosophical teachings of East and West.  
“How can I create space and time just to be, unpressured 
and at ease? What is the true purpose of my life?  What holds 
me back?  How can I deal calmly with life’s ups and downs 
and overcome negative thoughts and feelings?”  A free, ten 
week introductory course starting mid April is offered in 
Pleasanton to address these challenges of everyday life.  For 
more details, please visit www.practicalphilosopher.org
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“Being part of this community is most rewarding”
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To schedule your Family Wealth Planning Session
925-918-5320 or email Lela@ljestateplanning.com

"What I’ve discovered in practicing estate planning law 
is that most people are petrified of confronting their 
mortality and consequently, procrastinate in putting 
their financial house in order.  Through story, people 
are often better able to grasp that however fearful they 
may be, planning is a powerful gift of love they can give 
to their family…" 
—Lela Juarez, Esq
Pleasanton, CA - On July 31, 2006, the Barber family was in a tragic car accident.  
Parents Melanie and Casey died.  Their family was thrown into a nightmare. Mel and 
Casey had talked about naming guardians to provide for the care of their sons and 
the money they’d leave behind. They never got around to it. They likely thought their 
family would be able to work out who would care for the boys and their money, with 
love and grace, if anything happened.
That’s not what happened. After the accident, the boys were in the foster care 
system for a short time.  Since then, over 1,000 pages of court documents 
have been filed, 9 lawyers, and tens (or even hundreds) of thousands of dollars 
later,  the boys will live with their aunt Janine and their money will be managed by a 
professional charging $100/hour until the boys turn 18. 
Is that what Melanie and Casey would have wanted?  If they had known what 
would happen, they would have done everything they could to protect their kids, if only 
they had known how easy it would have been to take care of it.  
Learn from their experience!  Don’t be one of those people who think they 
know what to do or think they have done it, but instead leave their loved ones with a 
complicated mess.  By meeting with me for a Family Wealth Planning Session™ 
you can relax and rest assured your kids will never be taken out of your home 
or raised by anyone you wouldn’t want.  If you already have a plan in place, but want 
to make sure it adequately protects your kids (most don’t!), ask for an estate plan 
check-up. Normally, this Family Wealth Planning Session is $750, but be one of the 
next 5 parents to call and mention Pleasanton Weekly and we’ll reserve your Planning 
Session at no charge PLUS name legal guardians for your kids for free.
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Call us to book an appointment today.  
Second opinions are always free.

(925) 273-7650
For a free report on dental implants visit our website:

www.tri-valleydentistry.com

My goal is for every patient to feel like 
they are treated like a member of my 
own family.

Dr. Joseph Hwang, DMD

I hope to forge long lasting relationships with each 
individual I see and believe every person deserves to 
be treated with caring attention and respect. Having 
practiced dentistry for over 16 years and logged 
countless hours of continuing education, I feel confident 
in providing excellent care in all phases of dentistry. 

Although my interests and expertise lies in restoring 
extensive dental problems, including TMJ dysfunction and 
heavily worn and missing teeth, we are a full-service dental 
practice providing care for patients of all ages.

I always try to listen to a patient’s wants and desires and 
work with them in devising the best treatment plan for their 
specific needs. There is usually more than one way to treat 
a dental problem and it is important my patients make well 
informed choices they are comfortable with.


